DRAMA POLICY of DUNHILL NATIONAL SCHOOL
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
This school plan was initially drawn up by the Principal in consultation with the teaching staff. It was then given to the members of the Board of Management and they then contributed to the final document/policy.

RATIONALE
This policy was written up in response to the New Primary School Curriculum of 1999.

It will be of benefit to the teaching and learning in our school. It will provide a coherent approach to the teaching of Drama across the whole School and ensure that the pupils will be given adequate opportunities to develop skills and an understanding of the concepts as envisaged in Primary School Curriculum.

ARTS EDUCATION

The arts are organised expressions of ideas, feelings and experiences in images, in music, in language, in gesture and in movement. They provide for sensory, emotional, intellectual and creative enrichment and contribute to the child's holistic development. Much of what is finest in society is developed through a variety of art forms which contribute to cultural ethos and to a sense of well-being.
VISION STATEMENT
Drama in Dunhill National School should arouse and develop the creative abilities of each child. It is a very important area both within the Curriculum and within the lives of the children in the school. It helps to develop each child’s self-expression and self identity. Every child has the right to experience a broad and balanced curriculum. 
AIMS

 - to enable the child to explore, clarify and express ideas, feelings and experiences through Drama.
 - to enable the child to be Drama literate.
 - to enable the child to create a permanent bridge between make believe play and the art form of Theatre.
 - to enable the child to acquire the knowledge of drama through the active exploration of themes drawn from life.
 - to enable the child to communicate ideas and co-operate with each others to solving problems in the drama and through the drama.
 - to enable the child to develop the social skills necessary to engage openly, honestly and playfully with others.
The Drama Plan will be addressed under the following headings:

Curriculum Planning:

1. Strands and strand units

2. Approaches and Methodologies 
3. Children with different needs

4. Linkage and Integration

5. Assessment and Record Keeping

6. Equality of Participation and Access

Organisational Planning:

7. Timetable

8. Resources 

9. Health & Safety

10. Individual teachers’ planning & reporting

11. Staff Development

12. Parental Involvement

13. Community Links

1. Strands and Strand Units
Strands 

1. Drama to explore feelings, knowledge and ideas leading to understanding.

Strand Units

A. Exploring and making Drama

B. Reflecting on Drama

C. Co-operating and Communicating in Making Drama
Teachers can choose from the range of content objectives in all strand units appropriate to all class levels.

A continuous and consistent experience of drama will occur throughout the school as this is central to the successful implementation of the Drama Curriculum.

The following is a list of stimuli that are used to develop themes at most class levels. Naturally, a teacher may use other stimuli also.

· Stories

· Poetry

· Pictures/Photographs

· Objects

· Issues from the SPHE Curriculum

· Aspects of life in the past, present and the future

·  Needs/Concerns of the Students

There are three prerequisites for making process drama

 - Content

 - The Fictional Lens

 - The 8 Elements of Drama

      
1 – Belief

2 – Time

3 – Role & Character

4 – Tension

5 – Action

6 – Significance

7 – Place

8 – Genre

 (See Curriculum-Teachers Guidelines Pages P46-61)
2. Approaches and Methodologies 
Whatever approach to the learning of Drama is adopted, it will

· foster an enjoyment in Drama
· seek to develop the skills, understanding, knowledge and attitudes of the child.

· Allow for the dramatical growth and the development of creativity in the child.
Various different approaches will be used to implement the Drama Programme.

· Active Learning

· Children’s make-believe play

· Choosing an effective fictional lens

· Creating a Drama through language and action, in which children explore possible solutions and outcomes that are inherent in the situation

· Various different experiences

· Children are given opportunities to respond to music in a variety of dramatic ways – movement, acting, reacting with certain types of moods/facial expressions etc.  
· Talk and Discussion

· Incorporating the 8 elements into the piece of drama being undertaken

· Co-operative learning
· Exploring & Investigating Moods
· Viewing a wide variety of different dramatic situations and types of Drama
· Acting in front of an audience

· Using a stimulus (see list above)
· Oral Evidence – having people come into the classroom – actors/actresses, Speech and Drama Teachers etc. who can give the children a variety of Dramatic experiences. 

· Children acting in a class play/sketch/musical.

· Responding to dramatic situations – writing, speaking, doing, questioning, drawing etc.

· Using different dramatic strategies at each class level to maximise learning.

It is very important that a safe environment is created to engage in drama. Ground rules have to be drawn up and explained to the children at each class level. 

3. Children with differing needs

Children with differing needs will be catered for and will receive a full and enriching Drama Programme. All children will be enabled to make an important contribution regardless of academic achievement or inherent Dramatic talent. There may be a need to adapt some of the equipment and situations being used to cater for some children. The teacher may wish to challenge the better children with more extensive experimentation, performing, acting or in their depth of discussion or written work. The opposite may occur with children who have learning difficulties or with less aptitude for Drama. 

In the case of Special Needs Assistants, they too have a big part to play in the delivering the Drama programme in the school.
4. Linkage and Integration
Within the Drama programme the 3 different strands and also the 8 elements of the are linked. In each class they will be interrelated and interconnected. At each class level we will use opportunities to link activities/concepts to other areas of the Drama Curriculum and to other subject areas. The Drama lesson is also seen as an opportunity to develop children’s language competence, confidence and self expression. Some of the opportunities to integrate with other subjects can occur in such areas as 1. S.P.H.E – The children get an opportunity to explore much of the S.P.H.E. programme through the use of Drama. 2. Music – Children may be asked to respond dramatically to a particular piece of music. - There are large links between Music, Art and Drama and these Arts Education subjects will be linked regularly. 

5. Assessment and Record Keeping

The assessment of children’s learning is an essential and continuous part of the teaching and learning process in Drama. A diversity of different assessment methods will be utilised so that individual learning styles are accommodated. Some of these methods may include:

 - Teachers observation – pupils engagement in Drama - informal
 - Teacher- designed tasks and tests – the children’s performance in various tasks arising from their engagement with the drama. 
 - Work Samples – Concert Videos/DVD’s etc.
The information learned/gained by the teacher from this assessment helps the teacher plan for the future and accommodate the different levels of learning and abilities of the pupils. This planning will incorporate both class and school planning. Teachers then share this information with the children in class and with the parents via parent/teacher meetings, the use of Dramatic Performances and in the end of year reports. Such information can be passed on to parents in a less formal manner if the need arises. Assessment in Drama is concerned with monitoring the development of the children’s dramatic skills and concepts and the success with which they learn through the engagement with the three strand Units of the Curriculum.

· Exploring and making Drama

The teacher will assess how the child has preserved the impulse for make believe play, is able to bring belief and spontaneity to the drama and how they are able to enter a role whilst adhering to the ‘playing rules’.  

· Reflecting on Drama  

The success of the child’s reflection (which can take place within and after a drama activity) will be seen in the extent in which they use it to create alternative courses for the action that reflect the issues being examined and their ability to recognize the relationship between story, theme and life-experience.

· Co-operating and Communicating in making Drama
This focuses on the ability to co-operate with others, both in and out of role and is central to the child’s experience of Drama. 
6. Equality of participation and Access 
Equal opportunities will be given to boys and girls to participate in all activities and in experiencing all strands and elements of the programme. 

If opportunities arise within the Drama Programme to broaden the pupil’s understanding of other cultures and environments then they will be taken by teachers. Consideration will be given to all cultural and religious differences and the different festivals, rituals and social groups within our community and the wider world. All children have access to all services, facilities and amenities in the school environment provided that this occurs within the rules of the school, which do not discriminate. 
7. Timetable
Drama is an integral part of the Arts Education Curriculum. It will be time tabled separately in the Senior Classes and taught for at least one hour per week. There are times, particularly when preparing for a Concert, a Nativity Play, etc when Drama times can be clustered and also when integration or a thematic approach occurs. Drama may also be integrated with other subjects and therefore the time allowed may also be integrated with that of another subject.

8. Resources 

Included at the back of this Plean Scoile for Drama is an inventory of all the Drama Resource in the school. Each teacher has a copy of this Resource list. Teachers who find costumes or equipment that would be of interest to the school/their class are invited to store these items in the school Resource area – in our Spare Classroom. Equipment is normally bought by the Principal in consultation with members of staff.

9. Health & Safety 
Teachers are aware that safety should permeate through all aspects of the teaching of Drama in Dunhill N.S. Children are regularly instructed and encouraged to observe safety procedures and Drama rules during all tasks particularly those undertaken outdoors and away from the school i.e. School Concert etc.

10. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
The Whole School Plan and the Curriculum Documents for Drama provide information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and short-term planning. When writing up yearly schemes and making out fortnightly notes, teachers will take note of both sets of documents. Teachers should plan using the Strand Units, the prerequisites for making drama, the elements, the development of skills and concepts and the content objectives. Work taught in the class will be laid out in a Cúntus Míosúil which is drawn up by each teacher at the end of each month.

11. Staff Development

Staff are encouraged and given the opportunity to attend courses relating to the teaching of Drama. 

Teachers have access to costumes, reference books, resource materials (some of these have been disseminated to each class as they arrive in the school) and Websites on the Internet. 

School personnel who wish to research new methodologies are invited and encouraged to do so. When appropriate Drama Courses are available, members of staff are invited to attend and report back to other staff members. Reporting can occur at In-service or during a regular staff meeting. In certain situations and where teachers are in agreement, team teaching can occur. One teacher can take another class for a Drama Lesson while the second teacher can teach the first teachers class an agreed-upon curricular subject.

12. Parental Involvement

The school tries to foster in parents an appreciation of the importance of Drama. 

The Parents Council can also help in this way. Any parents or members of the community who have a special expertise in an area that would benefit the Drama Programme in our school will be invited to talk to individual classes or groups of classes or assist a teacher(s) in the preparation of a play, Nativity Play or a School Concert. Parents can also assist teachers if children are to attend a Theatre/Concert performance. 

13. Community Links

The teaching staff of Dunhill N.S. will pool information on sources of support for implementing the Drama programme. Where possible, people with expertise in this area will be encouraged to visit the school to share their thoughts, ideas and information with the children. 
Success Criteria
It is hoped that this plan will make a big difference to the teaching of and learning of Drama within the school. The plan will be implemented by the Teaching Staff of the school under the guidance of the Principal and the Board of Management. Teacher’s preparations will be based on the plan, and the procedures outlined in the plan will be consistently followed. We will know whether the plan has achieved its objectives or not from the feedback from teachers, pupils, parents, the community and Inspectors’ Reports/suggestions.
Implementation 
The Principal will co-ordinate the progress of the plan. He will encourage and accept feedback on its implementation. The plan will be monitored and evaluated every third year by the Principal in consultation with the staff and Board of Management if needed. The plan will be implemented as and from January 7th, 2008.
Review and Evaluation
It is the schools intention to review this policy/programme at occasional intervals.

       Ratification


The Drama Policy was ratified by The Board of Management of Dunhill N.S. on
          Friday, November 16th, 2007.
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